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 As you browse the web, you’re sure to have noticed that many 
sites have their own bespoke icon in the address bar. Take a 

look at Google, Amazon or Wikipedia for examples. These are 
‘favourites icons’ – so called because they also appear in your 
browser’s favourites menu when you bookmark a site.

It’s less well known that Firefox supports animated favourites 
icons. However, as is frustratingly common, Internet Explorer 
doesn’t support the same protocol. To get both static icons working 
alongside their animated siblings requires a bit of lateral thinking and 
a snippet of handy HTML. We supply both in this brief tutorial.

ANIMATED FAVICONS
PHOTOSHOP

In this cross-platform tutorial you’ll learn how to create animated favourites icons for Firefox users without 
sacrifi cing support for those running Internet Explorer

1To make sure your 
favourites icon 

works on all platforms, 
you’ll need to begin by 
making a static icon. 
Load or create an icon 
image in Photoshop. 
The image needs to be 
resized to 16x16 pixels, 
then saved in Windows 
ICO format. A free plug-
in available from www.
telegraphics.com.au/
sw will do the job. 3Click the Duplicate Selected Frames icon on the Animation panel to add four or 

more frames to the animation, then edit Layer Visibility to make small changes to 
each frame – subtlety is best at this size. Use a delay for each frame of 0.1-0.2 seconds.

2 Save the static icon as favicon.ico, then return to the original 
document. The next step is to add animation stages to the image. Go 

to Window>Animation to open the Animation palette, then click the 
Convert to Frame Animation toggle to create frame-by-frame 
movement.

4While the static version of the icon 
was saved in ICO format, the 

animated version must be saved as a GIF 
image. Resize to 16x16 pixels if necessary, 
then go to File>Save for Web & Devices 
and choose GIF. If your background is 
transparent, make sure the Transparency 
box is ticked. Save the fi le as favicon.gif.

5Upload both the animated GIF and the 
static ICO fi les to the root folder of 

your website. Finally add the following 
code between the <head> tags of your 
index page: <link rel=”shortcut icon” 
href=”favicon.ico”>
<link rel=”shortcut icon” href=”favicon.
gif” type=”image/gif”>
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