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 Outlines on 
mask shapes
 When creating masks, 
most masking tools work best if the 
mask’s shape doesn’t have an 
Outline Stroke applied to it, as it 
enlarges the mask shape and can 
result in fi ne, uneven and unwanted 
lines showing at the edges of your 
fi nished masked object. Mask 
shapes should either be just a Fill 
colour or no colour at all. To add an 
outline to a mask shape, duplicate 
the mask shape alone and add an 
Outline Stroke to the duplicate, 
then sit this outline above the rest 
of the shape in your layers.

10  Select the top block and give it a white-to-black 
Linear gradient, then select the top circle and give it a white-to-
black Radial gradient. Now select both circles and click Make 
Opacity Mask in the Transparency Panel menu, and repeat for 
the blocks.

08  In the Layers panel menu, 
click Make Clipping Mask, or use the 
Clipping Mask icon at the bottom of the 
Layers panel. You can now easily add or 
remove objects from that particular 
masked area by dragging them into or 
out of the layer. The mask itself remains 
fully editable, too.

09  For any softer, faded or 
transparent masking effects, you’ll need 
an Opacity Mask. Illustrator’s Gradient 
tool can’t be used to fade from colour to 
nothing, only from one colour to another, 
but the Opacity Mask will do the job. To 
do this, fi rst create a block and a circle 
of any colour, then duplicate both 
objects in the Layers panel.

07  If your artwork is very complex, Illustrator may not let you use a Clipping 
Mask. However, you can create a Layer Clipping Mask, which applies a mask to all the 
artwork in a layer, no matter how complex the artwork or how many objects exist. 
Create your mask shape as the top object in the layer.

12  The Opacity Mask is great with fl at 
colours for creating light effects, glows, 
textures and graphic shapes, but it can also 
be used to mask complex artwork, create 
gradually disappearing elements in scenes or 
to put faded edges on images.

06  Select the artwork and the mask shape and click 
Object>Clipping Mask>Make (or Ctrl/Cmd+7). Now only the 
artwork that was below the mask shape will be seen. Once 
you’ve created your Clipping Mask, you must ensure you don’t 
accidentally select the mask itself and add a colour, or it’ll 
block out the artwork.

11  On a coloured background, you can see that the 
original colour only shows through where there was white 
in the top shapes’ black and white gradients, so the less 
white in the mask (it fades through 256 different levels of 
grey to black) the lower the Opacity of the artwork shown.
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