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12  It’s time to introduce the 
dictator. I paste the character in, and 
again add a mask to the layer. I paint out 
the edges with a brush, and fi x the dark 
elbow on the left with the Dodge tool.

13  The dictator’s size doesn’t have to be literal – I let 
him be large and in charge. I create a shape in Illustrator that’ll 
act as a seating area, then paste it into Photoshop and shade it 
with the Airbrush (see Step 5) so it recesses.

14  Continue adding decoration 
and ensure that the important elements 
read clearly. Prioritise certain parts of 
the image – my dictator is most 
important so he has the most contrast. 
Less important elements have less 
contrast, so they aren’t seen as easily.

10  I continue working with these elements to build this 
ambiguous column of rock and architecture. Copy, paste and 
clone the items as desired. Using literal subjects but combining 
them creatively can produce interesting results.

11  Now, we’ll add some 
decoration, giving us an opportunity to 
explore the narrative. I have a character 
riding an escalator into the structure – 
perhaps he’s an uninvited guest?

08  Paste in a section of your 
chosen image and add a Layer Mask to 
the layer. Paint in the mask around the 
edges with a brush to create a shape. 
Use Free Transform, copy and paste to 
compose the image as desired.

07  I’ve used a vintage water 
image to fi ll the insides of the spheres. 
The real fun is in going out and fi nding 
your own images to use in your work. 
Check out second-hand bookstores or 
charity shops for material.

09  I then paste in a section of a found futuristic dwelling 
image. To outline mechanical shapes such as this, use the Pen 
tool. Convert the created path to a selection and use that 
selection as a mask on the layer.

15  The fi nal image has even 
more decoration and I’ve made various 
adjustments to the contrast and general 
composition. Note how I’ve used light 
and dark areas to create contrast and 
help the grouped elements sit together.
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