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12  Now I have to get these teeth 
into a shape that will work with the 
piece to create a face. To do this, I’m 
going to make another shape, in the 
form that I want the mouth to be.

13  To get the teeth in the same 
shape as the mouth, Paste the mouth 
shape in front of the teeth and press 
Ctrl/Cmd+Alt/Option+C to bring up the 
Envelope Distort tool. Now you should 
have your monster mouth.

14  I expand the teeth, fi ll them with white and import 
the results into Photoshop, placing them where I feel they 
should go to create a face. The teeth stand out way too much, 
though, so I’ll need to make them blend in a bit more.

15  I mask the smoke images with 
the teeth and set the blending mode to 
Lighten (go to Layer Style>Blending 
Options and select Lighten from the 
Blending Mode drop-down). Then I 
select the teeth, darken them by 
painting over them with the Brush tool, 
and group the layers. Finally, I mask 
both sides with subtle airbrushing.

16  When you have the teeth 
looking vicious, it’s time to add some 
eyes. I do this by adding more inverted 
smoke images, but setting their 
blending mode to Lighten this time. 
Mess around with the Layer Mask on 
each of these new layers until they 
blend in well.

17  Lastly, to make the image stand out even more, play 
about with Adjustment Layers – mainly the Curves and 
Brightness/Contrast options. Here, I’ve also painted in some 
areas and used the Smudge tool to make parts of the image 
smoother. So, there you have it: a little smoke, a little creativity, 
and a bit of insanity is all you need to create an inkblot monster.

URB magazine illustration – July 2008
This editorial piece for the magazine URB featured in 
their June/July issue. The crazy face fl oating around the 
model is my favourite thing about his piece.

Jimi – April 2008
I created this for Jimi Hendrix licensed 
apparel a year-and-a-half ago while 
working at H3 apparel. I really love the 
dashes and the random images 
swimming within the fi gure.

Screen print – November 2008
This is piece was created for a local 
live screen-printing event. In the 
brief, I was told to go wild and do 
whatever I wanted, so that’s exactly 
what I did!

 Working with the Lighten blending mode
 Lighten can be effective, but the way we’re using it here is only helpful on 
white backgrounds. There are many other ways to use it, so try some out yourself.
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