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11  Add the code 
on line 27 as shown left, 
which will log a message 
when the grid layout fi res. 
Assuming you don’t have 
the full Firebug extension 
installed already, when 
the site is refreshed in 
Firefox (or even IE), a 
debug panel will pop up 
with your message – the 
message is repeated 
when the browser window 
is resized.

10 Luckily, more kindly developers have come to our aid 
in the shape of Firebug Lite, a fantastic cross-browser 
debugging panel. You won’t need this if you’re already using the 
full Firefox Firebug extension or Safari with the ‘Develop’ menu 
enabled, but it’s essential for IE. Add the script tag to the 
document head shown above (lines 10-19).

07  The script is adding the class ‘hasLayout’ to the content div. Add the two 
hasLayout classes shown above to the CSS. This will set relative positioning on the 
content and fi x the margins.

08  A refresh in Firefox should see your layout starting to 
look better, but there’s one problem – you need to move the 
footer down to below the content. Add the lines of script shown 
above at 13-15 to index.html. This catches the layout event and 
places the footer where it should be.

09  One more Firefox refresh and everything should be looking pretty good! Try 
resizing the window – the layout redraws depending on the number of columns 
available, down to a minimum of two. If the user doesn’t have scripting enabled, they’ll 
see the basic vertical list of content. You could stop here but, with scripted layouts, in 
the event of a problem it’s important to be able to log-test messages to work out 
what’s going wrong. So let’s log a message when the layout gets drawn.

06  Now comes the most important part – the call to the 
grid layout plug-in. Add the block of script shown in the 
screengrab beneath the last two in the head, and save. Switch 
to Firefox and refresh – shazam! It’s slightly broken but the 
script is laying out the content blocks when the document has 
loaded. Let’s add some more CSS to fi x it.
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