


	  	 73 
	  	

05	  Many OpenType fonts ship with a useful 
selection of ornaments built directly into the font. 
Access these by choosing Ornaments from the 
Glyphs panel menu, then double-click the 
character to insert it at the cursor point. Here we’ve 
added a fancy bullet in the price information text 
box along with a swish to separate the quote and 
the film information.

04 	  Another nice feature is 
contextual alternates. This is a function 
that looks at letterforms in the context 
of the surrounding characters and 
changes the form where appropriate. To 
see possible alternates, select the 
character then choose Alternates for 
Selection from the Glyphs panel menu. 

03	  OpenType also supports discretionary 
ligatures. These are couplings that aren’t enabled by 
default, but give an alternative to the standard 
pairing. Often these ligatures have additional 
decorative flourishes that help make them 
distinctive but potentially less readable, so use 
them with caution. Choose Type>Glyphs, then select 
Discretionary Ligatures from the drop-down menu 
to see what pairs are available in your chosen font.

10	  Finally, ordinals enable you to make use of the 
reduced-sized letterforms used to add ‘st’, ‘nd’ and ‘rd’ to the 
end of dates (21st, for example). Using OpenType’s ordinals is 
preferable to the superscript options offered by InDesign 
because the font designer has again balanced the weight of the 
ordinals to the primary font letterforms.

07	  OpenType also offers 
functionality for text set to be bigger 
than the surrounding content. When you 
scale up text’s point size, it appears to 
get heavier. Instead of making small text 
bold to compensate where you have a 
title above smaller text (letterforms for 
the font’s bold variants often have 
different shapes), use Titling Alternates 
to make bigger text lighter in weight and 
match the surrounding text. Here we’re 
considering using Adobe Garamond Pro 
to set the film title and director details, 
as Minion Pro doesn’t have titling 
alternates built in.

08	  Each font has a default style for figures. You can 
override this through the same flyout menu you’ve been using 
in earlier steps. There are two primary figure styles: OldStyle 
and Lining. OldStyle has ascenders and descenders as the 
normal letterforms. Lining figures are the same universal 
height as the capital letters of the typeface. Additionally, both 
styles are available in tabular (occupying the same amount of 
horizontal space, so lining up vertically) and proportional 
(taking up different amounts of horizontal space).

09	  You can also 
add fractions to your 
copy by choosing the 
Fractions option from 
the flyout menu. 
However, be aware if 
bulk-applying this 
setting to all your text; 
dates such as 24/05 
will be converted to 
fractions if you 
accidentally set the 
text to use this feature.

06	  InDesign enables you to set 
any font to use small caps, whether or 
not they’re in the font. The downside to 
choosing small caps when they don’t 
exist in the font is that the weight of the 
characters won’t match the surrounding 
text. Instead of using the small caps 
button, choose All Small Caps from the 
OpenType menu in the Control panel. 
Using the font designer’s small caps in 
this way will ensure the weight appears 
to match the full-size letters.
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