






	 Think painting
	 Treat collage work like 
painting – you don’t have to know 
exactly how it’s going to turn out, and 
much of the interest is in its 
development. When you don’t have an 
end in mind but know the general 
direction you wish to explore, you can 
end up with uninvestigated territories 
that can unleash your potential.

14	  Open boat.jpg and use the 
Pen tool to take the boat out of its 
background. Make it black and white 
and paste it into the main file, reducing 
it to fit. Repeat this with owl.psd and the 
fish images, too. Good collage plays with 
viewers’ preconceptions, and it’s a nice 
surprise if they find things hidden in the 
collage. Using the Hue and Saturation 
adjustment, darken the Lightness level 
to show the fish in dark water.

12	  Next we add the 
vector images from the file 
vector.ai. Copy and Paste 
singular waves into 
Photoshop so you can 
create your own patterns. 
Once you have pasted the 
vector, duplicate this set 
on a new layer and click 
‘Lock Transparent Pixels’, 
which is located in the 
top-left of the Layers 
palette. You can now 
change colours without 
affecting any areas in the 
layer without pixels. Now 
choose two colours (mine 
were lime green and a 
pinky orange) and use the 
Gradient Fill tool, filling 
following the direction of 
the wave.

18	  Well done 
– you have completed 
this tutorial! As a final 
touch, I would suggest 
that you try to redesign 
this composition by 
adding new elements 
that you find yourself, 
editing and playing with 
the size of images to 
make your own piece of 
original artwork.

15	  If you have come this far 
without saving your file, then the most 
important lesson in Photoshop will be 
for you to click Save!

16	  Open proper_gander.psd. Paste this type onto the 
layer behind the yellow balloon and surface texture. Duplicate 
this, click ‘Lock Transparent Pixels’ then find a colour for the fill. 
Ctrl/Cmd+click on thumbnail layer of the type section and add 
a vector mask. Fade the colour to reveal the type beneath. You 
want to keep these layers as your source layers, so duplicate 
them. Switch the original two layers off, select the copies and 
merge them. Go to Edit>Transform>Warp Move the handles to 
the shape of the balloon.

13	  Creating 
fade-outs will 
increase the depth 
of field, so Ctrl/
Cmd+click on the 
thumbnail of the 
layer to make the 
vector selection, 
then click on the 
vector mask to turn 
this selection to a 
mask. Using 
Gradient Fill, fade 
out the back of the 
waves. Be sure to 
add the black rain 
from the vector.ai 
file, too. Now add 
the cloudy.psd file, 
making sure it is on 
the top layer.

17	  To make your composition 
pop, add a shadow to the balloon to 
make the foreground stand out. 
Duplicate the gold balloon layer, then 
delete the layer mask so that it reveals 
the original image. Go to Hue & 
Saturation and slide the Lightness to 
the maximum negative setting. 
Activate Gaussian Blur from the Filter 
menu and set the blur as you choose. 
Reduce the shadow to 1/4 and move it 
to the top right. Move the shadow onto 
the back layer and set the 
transparency to 68%. You can also 
make shadows the same way for the 
owl and boat, moving them on top of 
the shadow of the balloon if you want.
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