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Comments: Comments (10) — Posted by: Melvin —
‘Share: Delicious / Digg / Facebook / MySpace —
Category: Space / Photography.

06 CSS rounding can be of any size, right up to a full
circle. Add the rules in lines 125-127. If you're typing, don't forget
Dreamweaver’s auto-prompting by hitting Ctrl/Cmd+Space bar
inside the curly braces. Save and switch back to the web browser
to see a nice big dot, breaking up the boxy nature of our page.

07 So far so good, but to really
bring our page to life we need a bit more
interactivity. We're going to create some
scripted colour fading now. Embed
jQuery and its Effects plug-ins into
index.html, as shown in the screenshot
lines 7-8.

08 For this demo we're going to
use three different instances of the
effect — one on the header, one on the
menu and one on the pink circle. Copy in
lines 9-31, which are doing almost the
same thing three times but to the
different page elements.

09 Save, head back to your web browser and refresh. If everything has gone to
plan, any mouse activity over the header, menu and circle should be yielding some
nifty effects. This kind of polish might seem a little superfluous, but it really helps to
engage your visitor and create a ‘rich user experience’.

1"

one messy job left: to approximate our CSS3 rounding in older
browsers like IE, which don’t support it. We'll need to insert
some pre-made graphics to round off the corners. Add lines
129-134 to main.css, and lines 30-45 to index.html.

So far we've had everything easy, but sadly there’s
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Future watch

A successful web designer has to keep one eye
on the future (modern specifications like CSS3) and one
eye on the past (legacy browser compatibility like IE6/7).
It’s a wonder they don’t go cross-eyed!

10 In lines 13-27, try editing the colour references to see
what happens, and the ‘600" number (these are milliseconds)
for faster or slower fades. This is just the tip of the iceberg
when it comes to jQuery effects and, hopefully, you'll enjoy
exploring them in the future.

12 Save and
testin IE7. You'll see
the rounding
stand-in graphics.
The colour effects
have already worked
due to jQuery’s
rigorous cross-
browser support.
Job done!
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