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11	  Once you’ve got a selection you’re happy with, choose 
New Spot Channel from the Channels panel menu. The 
selection should load into it straight away, and you’ll see a 
dialog box asking you to specify a colour.

14 	  Open Window>Output>Separations Preview and 
select Separations from the View drop-down menu. Check  
that everything is as it should be: look at the CMYK plates and 
be sure that only the things you want to be ‘knocked out’ are 
being so, and that the overprinting spot colours have 
information where you would expect to see it. If not, make  
the necessary changes.

12 	  Click on the Color square and the picker will appear; click the Color Libraries 
button and type the colour number you used earlier (I’ll be typing 354). There isn’t a 
field to type into – just type, making sure you’re specifying exactly the same colour as 
before, otherwise you’ll add another plate. As this is to be semi-opaque, set the 
Solidity to a much lower value.

15	  Here’s the finished piece in 
Overprint Preview (Shift+Alt+Ctrl+Y/
Shift+Opt+Cmd+Y). It’s now ready to 
be turned into a PDF for the printer – 
don’t forget to ask yours how they 
prefer to receive the artwork, as 
some still like the source files. There 
are many finishes out there, so check 
out companies such as Celloglas, or 
the feature ‘The Finishing Line’ in 
Computer Arts issue 163 (July 2009), 
to find out more.

13	  Back in InDesign, import the triangle and repeat the process from Steps 5 
and 6 to create a new placeholder for the raised varnish over the triangular elements, 
then apply it to the text graphic and set it to Overprint (go to View>Overprint Preview, 
and if it disappears then it’s all good.) This will have a nice raised texture and, if used 
well, can be really striking.

	 Spot colour prep 
	 It’s imperative to prepare 
spot colours in the correct way, as 
spot inks appear and separate 
differently in Photoshop, Illustrator 
and InDesign. For a best-practise 
method for preparing spot colours 
correctly in Creative Suite 
applications, see http://kb2.adobe.
com/cps/325/325905.html
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