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26 Project one Freelance basics

Illustrator/Photoshop

Create a 
logo identity

If you’re setting up on 
your own, you’re going to 
need a logo. Follow Alan 
Wardle’s advice on how to 
create a unique design
 Your logo is one of the most important things you can 
create. It’s the image that will represent you as a freelancer; an 
opportunity to embody your brand and separate yourself from the 
competition. Above all, it’s a tool for immediate recognition.
 It’s also one of the most diffi cult to design. Think about 
the image you want. Choose colours that fi t your brand, but also 
check that they work in black and white for printouts.  And consider 
the message that the name communicates – do you want a word 
that conveys your services, or part of your name or surname?  
 I love designing logos from scratch, and have created a 
variety ranging from identities for small businesses and charities, 
to personal portfolio work. Selecting the right typeface to express 
the message of your logo is essential. I always fi nd it benefi cial to 
research the trends in the scene that I’m targeting for inspiration: 
check out what clothing brands people are wearing, fi nd out what 
CDs they’re buying and look at the covers. Sometimes it can be 
better to go in a completely different direction to everyone else 
though, to make your design more unique. For our fi ctional 
freelancer, who had studied in Japan, we chose the name ‘Juritsu’ 
for this project, which is the Japanese word for ‘create’.

Alan Wardle
As well as designing 
magazines for the 
last eight years, 
Wardle’s also made 
time to design some 
stunning  logos, most 

Skills 
  Use gradients 
and brushes
  Experiment with 
shapes and colours  

recently for London’s 
S.P.E.A.K. Edmonton 
charity project and 
clothing brand Any 
Forty. www.ayecreate.
wordpress.com

01
When I sit down to design a logo, I begin by typing the name out in 
Illustrator and scrolling through the different fonts to see which 
one suits the word best. For the Japanese word ‘Juritsu’, I  chose a 
Japanese font called Hirangino Kaku Gothic Std W8. Once I was 
happy with the tracking of each letter, I turned the text to paths so 
that I could edit it.

02
With the text now converted to paths, I tweaked the 
font to make it more unique. I wanted to add some 
angles to enhance the Japanese theme and make it 
look stylish and sharp, so I removed a point from the 
dots on the characters ‘J’ and ‘I’ to make triangles.

03
Continuing with the customisation of the 

font, I duplicated the triangle ‘dots’ and used 
them to knock out the  straight tails of the 

font to give an angular effect.
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04
Once I was happy with the tweaks 
to the font, I exported the fi le to 
Photoshop as a transparent 
background layered PSD fi le.

05
With the text of the logo saved and 

exported to Photoshop, I then set 
about creating a new layer of detail 

in Illustrator. I opened a new fi le 
from a library of vector images that I 

have. As the logo is the Japanese 
word for ‘create’, I decided to give the 

fi le a more oriental feel by playing 
around with some ornamental, 

fl owery vectors. Once I was happy 
with the placing of the details, I 

deleted the words. I then saved a 
new Illustrator document with the 
fl ower detail on it, and exported it 

as a layered Photoshop fi le.

06
Next, I set about combining the two 

separate images in Photoshop. I 
opened the text and detail fi les and 

placed them on top of each other,  
moving them around until I was 

happy with their postioning. Using 
the Wand tool, I selected the words 

and began erasing parts of the 
fl owers to make it appear as though 

they were growing behind the type 
and wrapping around it.

07
For the fi nal touches, I coloured the  
fl owers in a solid 100% magenta, 
before duplicating the layer and 
fi lling it with a rainbow gradient. I 
then experimented with the opacity 
and different effects, and settled on 
a multiply, which gave me a good 
coloured effect. Finally, I merged the 
two layers together and scrolled 
through the hue/sauturation options 
until I was happy with the colour 
scheme. Job done.
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