











76 Project three Promote yourself

17 Another winning idea recently came in the form of Gavin Potenza and
Tiny Showcase’s beautifully printed letterpress stamps. “Tiny Showcase has a
relationship with its own local letterpress printer, who did an amazing job,”
Potenza says. The results speak for themselves.

Bags of fun

Tote bags have been a regular item on the merchandising/promotional item
scene for a few years now, and why not? They're useful, attractive, fun,
environmentally friendly and are reasonably large in size, which gives you

them for less than £3 a pop.

1 9 Paper stock is always an important consideration. “This was
completely the decision of the letterpress printer. | imagine he would have to
have chosen quite a thick stock, so that the fine details of the debossing effect
of the letterpress would really show through,” Potenza explains.
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1 8 “For this

print, | wanted to use a
special process
involving overprinting
techniques, and a
blind deboss for the
dotted perforated
effect,” Potenza
continues. “My print
used four inks, and
each of those inks
ended up having to
mix with other inks, to
form additional
colours. | also tried to
keep the colours as
simple as possible

in my file, to avoid
any muddy hues
when overprinted.”

“The response has been great,” says Potenza. “Tiny Showcase actually had a secret pre-sale, during

which nearly 75 per cent of the prints sold. The print was completely sold out before the end of the first day was up.
| have had a few people begging me for a print, but unfortunately | only have one copy left in my possession.”
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