

















78 Project three Practical skills

Look after your paper

Paper is terribly affected by its environment, particularly by humidity. To keep it in good
condition, try to order your stock as far in advance as possible and store itin the print area in its
original wrap. If you'e printing over a few days, return the paper to its wrap between colours. If left
out, the stock can expand or contract badly along its grain.

21 Your order of print should be cream, pink, cyan, yellow, magenta, black, then silver. There’s some
nice tone and drop-shadow from the CMYK to go over the spot cream and pink, which will give this piece real
depth. For the CMYK it is typical to print cyan first so that you have a strong first layer on the paper to work
from. Finally, the metallic silver is printed as the finishing touch.

Problems with registration?

The reason we register from a fixed piece of artwork throughout (see step 20) is because the mesh will stretch during
print,and the actual ink on the paper won't relate to where you originally registered it. If you register each colour from the print as
you produce it, then it's very likely that by colour three or four you'll be scratching your head wondering why it's not happening.

22

After extensive proofing of this piece, it was decided that the CMYK inks would be extended back

by 15%. Solvent-based inks were used, with the CMYK retarded by 15% to slow down the drying process and 23 Here's the finished piece, looking mighty fine! This great paper edition
prevent the loss of the finest dots (retarder increases the ink’s self-solvency). The paper used was a premium now just needs cropping before it’s sent off to the client for signing, numbering and
270gsm cover stock from GF Smith (www.gfsmith.com), and the finished edition was A1 in size. embossing. Sweet.
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